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happiness and a prosperous journey into Germany. The
Prince, it seems, had steadily refused to come within the
grasp of the Regent's bodyguard; and, indeed, hearing
of the approach of a Eoyalist force, he hastily set forth
from Breda in what his enemies called a flight. The
official letters, full of affection, trust, friendship, and
loyalty, which he wrote and received, were simply the
custom of the age. He received them, but he did not
trust them. A secret message from the very Cabinet of
Philip revealed to him " that Alva was first and fore-
most to seize the Prince, bring him to execution
within twenty-four hours." The first clause of the
secret instructions from the King required Alva to
arrest and Iring to condign punishment the chief persons
of the country who had skoim themselves guilty during the
late troubles.